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__September 2?,,, ‘19‘597 :

Dear Segatcr‘xbnhedis

A I watched with great interest the
debate last night, and I had.a nusber of
interestinz pecple with me. Senator.
Benton whom you know, thought it a- simply
wonderful psrfarmangc He theought yo

‘were both very good and that on. ﬁhe wnale
‘you did better than Mr. Wixon. I am 20
prejudiced against Vr. Nizxon that T .dore
not trust my own opinion, but I sm going to
tell you what some people felt. v

Oné perion said to me. that ha feit you
spoke 3 1itile too fast and had not yet

mastered the habit of ineluding your audience |

at every point by saying "I hope vou agree
with me, or don't you agree wih me, or my
Vfoelins is that you, the peaple to uham i
em speaking, will fesl, etec.".

Someorie else said they thought you
appeared a little too confident. I d4id not
agree with this, but I thought I should tell
m. Berned T adol- if e

A



‘2.

It was felt that Nixon would appeal
to the pity for the underdog which is
prevaient in the American people, by
seeming tc be “humbler”. I never have
this feeling 2bout Fixon, so 1 am a bad
judge in this particular case.

' on the whole, T think it was a wlle-
stone for TV =nd a really good way to =
caupaign because 1t reaches so many people
. and gives them a chence to evaiuate the ‘
ideas, the knowledge, and the personslities
of tha csndidates. ﬁhfsrtunatoly hcwever, |
““television does not give the iapress on one |
‘gets from really talking to the individual |
himself, &nd:this is perhaps one of the :
rezsons why eampaigning in person is still
importent. But, on the whole, I think thése
~ debates, Judeing by the first gne, are de- |

tinitely an aévrntage to you.. 2

I am looking forward to seeing you.

'¥ery;sigcééely yéu}s,

The Hon. John F. Kennedy
The Senate
Washington, D.C.
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